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SUBJECT:  MEDIA  REACTION  BUSH  VISIT  TO  AFGHANISTAN  - 
TOKYO 


LEAD  STORIES:  Thursday  morning's  conservative  Sankei 
front-paged  North  Korea's  alleged  transfer  of  bank 
accounts  to  China  in  response  to  US  financial  sanctions 
on  a Macau-based  financial  institution. 

l."Bush  Makes  a Surprise  Visit  to  Afghanistan  for  Talks 
with  President  Karzai"  New  Delhi  correspondent  Kato  of 
the  business-oriented  Nihon  Keizai  commented  (3/2): 

"While  en  route  to  India,  President  Bush  made  a surprise 
visit  to  Kabul  Wednesday.  It  was  Mr.  Bush's  first  visit 
to  Afghanistan  since  the  US  military  attacked  the  country 
in  October  2001  and  toppled  the  Taliban  regime.  Following 
his  talks  with  President  Karzai,  President  Bush  attended 
a press  conference  and  expressed  happiness  with  recent 
progress  in  Afghanistan,  citing  the  development  of 
democracy  and  achievements  in  the  war  on  terrorism.  The 
president's  remarks  were  intended  to  apply  the  brakes  to 
his  falling  support  at  home,  and  stability  in  Afghanistan 
remains  distant." 
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